ADULT PLAYER
RATING SYSTEMS

USA Hockey’s adult department has conducted a
pilot project using best practices from adult
leagues around the country to develop a new
player rating system and personal playing
history program for adult hockey member
leagues. This new program will ask participants,
during the online registration process, a few
simple questions about their playing experience,
current recreational hockey participation and
age. Factoring all of these tangibles, we offer
league administrators an outline for proper
player and team placement. With this new
benefit, our goal is to provide members with
improved game parity and league enjoyment.

When trying to rate a player in your league and
insure that they are in the proper level it is
important to factor in as much information on
him/her as possible. Not only is it important to
understand how they play the game currently,
but equally important is knowing their playing
history. Before a player can be placed in the
proper level you must determine the different
levels of play that you want to implement into
your league. Below is a guideline that USA
Hockey utilizes that may help you determine
divisions for your league. These can be altered
to suit the needs of your program.

Levels

NOVICE

This player is a beginner in the truest sense of
the word. He/she has begun playing the game
as an adult and may only have one to five years
of playing experience. The basic skills of the
game i.e. skating, shooting, and passing are in
their infancy and are the main focus of their
development.

ADVANCED NOVICE

This player may have three or more years of
playing experience mainly as an adult. He/she
is showing improvement and comfort with the
basic skills of the game. Forward skating has
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improved, but transitions are still
uncomfortable i.e. crossovers with some ability
to skate backwards.

BRONZE

This player is considered a “C” level player
which can be broken up into two levels
(example: C1 and C2). He/she may be a less
experienced adult recreational player with some
youth hockey playing experience up to the
Bantam house level. The player has limited
understanding of where they should be
positioned on the ice. Forward and backward
skating may be somewhat strong, but
maneuverability and transition still needs work.

INTERMEDIATE

This player is a C+ or B- level player. He/she
might be an experienced adult recreational
player and may have played up to midget or
high school in a non-traditional hockey area for
these levels.

SILVER

This player is an advanced level adult player
with high level basic hockey skills. He/she also
has a very high understanding of team play and
where they should be positional on the ice.
Forward and backward skating skills are strong
with good maneuverability and transition. They
may have played at the high school varsity level
in Minnesota or the non-varsity college level
(ACHA).

GOLD

This player has mastered the basic skills of the
game and would be considered an elite level
adult player. He/She probably has played at the
highest levels of organized hockey i.e.
professionally any where in the world or
division I and III college hockey. Also, in this
category would be junior players from the
United States and Canada.




